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How Buyers Make Their Choices in the Market for Funeral Services ������������������������������������������������������������13

Abstract

The article is devoted to consumer choice-making in markets of funeral services, influence of social networks 
on market transactions, and role of emotions in the indicated processes. Choice-making in markets of funeral 
services is considered in terms of social interaction. Physical death of an individual is not supposed to result 
in eliminating his (her) social roles. Social role is well known to be generated from social interactions and 
social situations. Thus, even after his (her) death an individual may be involved into social interactions affect-
ing decisions taken by his (her) family members. Choosing certain goods and services, relatives demonstrate 
their attitudes toward the dead person, and funeral agencies may turn out to have a success in profit seeking. 
To Viviana Zelizer, when people perform any economic actions, they don’t stop differentiating significant 
social relations. In markets of funeral services the patterns of social relations which are prevalent (but not the 
only ones) include gift-making, i.e. consumers interpret the way how funerals are organized and conducted in 
terms of gifting. Gift’s appropriateness and funeral’s worthy, which are expressed in a specific sum of money, 
are generally determined by the fact how family members value the dead person.  

The paper is resulted from the research carried out in Moscow and Saint-Petersburg in 2009–2011 and in Mas-
sachusetts (US) in 2011–2012.

Keywords: market of funeral services; relational work; funeral as a gift; choice-making; emotions.
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The Architecture of Markets: An Economic Sociology 
of Twenty-First-Century Capitalist Societies (translated by Alexander Kurakin) �������������������������������������������28

Abstract

Market societies have created more wealth, and more opportunities for more people, than any other system of 
social organization in history. Yet we still have a rudimentary understanding of how markets themselves are 
social constructions that require extensive institutional support. This groundbreaking work seeks to fill this 
gap, to make sense of modern capitalism by developing a sociological theory of market institutions. Address-
ing the unruly dynamism that capitalism brings with it, leading sociologist Neil Fligstein argues that the basic 
drift of any one market and its actors, even allowing for competition, is toward stabilization.
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«The Architecture of Markets» represents a major and timely step beyond recent, largely empirical studies that 
oppose the neoclassical model of perfect competition but provide sparse theory toward a coherent economic 
sociology. Fligstein offers this theory. With it he interprets not just globalization and the information economy, 
but developments more specific to American capitalism in the past two decades — among them, the 1980s 
merger movement. He makes new inroads into the «theory of fields», which links the formation of markets and 
firms to the problems of stability. His political-cultural approach explains why governments remain crucial to 
markets and why so many national variations of capitalism endure. States help make stable markets possible 
by, for example, establishing the rule of law and adjudicating the class struggle. State-building and market-
building go hand in hand.

Fligstein shows that market actors depend mightily upon governments and the members of society for the 
social conditions that produce wealth. He demonstrates that systems favoring more social justice and redis-
tribution can yield stable markets and economic growth as readily as less egalitarian systems. This book will 
surely join the classics on capitalism. Economists, sociologists, policymakers, and all those interested in what 
makes markets function as they do will read it for many years to come.

The journal publishes chapter 1 «Bringing Sociology Back In», in which Neil Fligstein indicates key questions 
which the sociology of markets should consider in its purview and which help to define its relation to different 
versions of economic theory. 

Keywords: markets; state; social structure; institutions; theory of fields; political-cultural approach. 
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The Darwin Economy: Liberty, Competition, and the Common Good 
(translated by Nikolay Edelman) ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������54

Abstract

Who was the greater economist  — Adam Smith or Charles Darwin? The question seems absurd. Darwin, after 
all, was a naturalist, not an economist. But Robert Frank, «The New York Times’» economics columnist and 
best-selling author of «The Economic Naturalist», predicts that within the next century Darwin will unseat 
Smith as the intellectual founder of economics. The reason, Frank argues, is that Darwin's understanding of 
competition describes economic reality far more accurately than Smith's. And the consequences of this fact are 
profound. Indeed, the failure to recognize that we live in Darwin's world rather than Smith's is putting us all at 
risk by preventing us from seeing that competition alone will not solve our problems.

Smith's theory of the invisible hand, which says that competition channels self-interest for the common good, 
is probably the most widely cited argument today in favor of unbridled competition — and against regulation, 
taxation, and even government itself. But what if Smith's idea was almost an exception to the general rule of 
competition? That's what Frank argues, resting his case on Darwin's insight that individual and group interests 
often diverge sharply. Far from creating a perfect world, economic competition often leads to «arms races», 
encouraging behaviors that not only cause enormous harm to the group but also provide no lasting advantages 
for individuals, since any gains tend to be relative and mutually offsetting.

The good news is that we have the ability to tame the Darwin economy. The best solution is not to prohibit 
harmful behaviors but to tax them. By doing so, we could make the economic pie larger, eliminate government 
debt, and provide better public services, all without requiring painful sacrifices from anyone. That's a bold 
claim, Frank concedes, but it follows directly from logic and evidence that most people already accept.
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The journal publishes preface and chapter 1 «Paralysis», in which Robert Frank discusses reasons why the 
US  political system seems to be paralyzed, even in the face of urgent economic problems. According to the 
author, this paralysis mainly stems from the existing ignorance of the basic facts and logic that govern human 
behavior. 

Keywords: behavioral economics; invisible hand of the market; competition; natural selection; state; public 
goods.
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Elena Konobeeva 
Organized Dissonance and Emotionality: A Case-Study of One Public Kindergarten in Moscow �����������������72

Abstract

The paper proposes a specific case-study of organizational form of public kindergarten. It is aimed at finding 
out in which way emotionality and formal rules match and how they influence the structure of kindergarten as 
an organization. Characteristics of bureaucracy and feministic organization which can be found in kindergar-
ten are analyzed from the standpoint of Ashcraft’s concept «organized dissonance». The author provides some 
comparisons of bureaucratic organization, feministic organization, and organized dissonance based on such 
parameters as organizational goals, structure of power, rules, division of labour, status of workers, required 
skills and competences, and relationships between colleagues. 

To understand the connection between emotionality and formal rules in kindergarten Konobeeva uses the data 
collected from participant observation which was conducted at one of public kindergartens in Moscow from 
2 April to 12 May 2012. The data include dairy notes and official documents analyzed with the help of open 
and structured coding.

The author concludes that emotionality and formal rules of kindergarten as an organization are intertwined, 
and they restrain each other and thereby modify practices and participants’ relationships in kindergarten.

Keywords: organized dissonance; kindergarten; emotional work; bureaucracy; feminist organization.
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Tatyana Karabchuk, Varvara Pankratova
Pay for Women with Kids in Russia: Is There Any Discrimination? ��������������������������������������������������������������96

Abstract

The paper gives a review of the existing theories and empirical research devoted to the determinants of wage 
differences for mothers and non-mothers. The paper is aimed at discussing the advantages and disadvantages 
of the theoretical approaches in explanation of the mother wage penalty in Russia and other countries. The 
authors try to explain the wage gap by using three theoretical concepts: human capital theory, theory for 
compensating differences, and discrimination theory. Relying on the previous research results the authors 
conclude that wage discrimination does exist for mothers in Russia as well as in other countries like Germany, 
the UK and the USA. 

Keywords: wages; employment; women with kids; payment determinants; wage gap; discrimination on 
payment.
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